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Abstract

The present literature review examined studies in the field of critical care in family nursing, and
compared the qualitative and quantitative methods used in studies conducted in Japan. A total of 109
original articles published between 1994 to 2011 were identified using the Ichushi database. The
titles of the 105 studies published after 2001 were analyzed using Text Mining Studio. Since 2001,
when the majority of studies began to use quantitative methods, the number of studies has increased,
and the percentage of studies using qualitative methods has continued to grow, especially between
2009 and 2011. Most studies on critical care in family nursing were published in four major critical
care nursing journals. Analysis from CINAHL revealed that the number of studies in this field has
rapidly increased since 2009. Most English- and Japanese-language studies used qualitative
methods. Frequent topics of Japanese-language studies were psychological aspect of the family in
quantitative studies, and needs with specific scales in quantitative studies. In order to elicit more
effective and efficient support methods from multiple perspectives, further research should include
the patients themselves as a part of the whole family system.

Key words : critical care , family, nursing, textmining
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